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opposing sides. 


IN GOVERNMENT 


What Did U.N. Assembly 
Accomplish? 


After nearly three months of strenuous activity, 
the General Assembly of the United Nations ad- 
journed in Paris on December 12. Unfinished busi- 
ness—including the future of the Italian colonies— 
requires a second meeting in April in New York. 

What has the United Nations to show for these 
three months? Have any problems been solved? 
Has any progress been made toward a stronger and 
more effective U. N.? 

Two tangible accomplishments stand at the head 
of the list—the international Declaration of Human 
Rights, and the Convention on Prevention and 
Punishment of Genocide (see TRENps, Nov. 1 and 
Nov. 15). Both are the result of many months of 
inquiry, discussion and negotiation. Both represent 
an area of agreement between nations of widely 
differing viewpoints. 


Political Problems 


In the political field, no magic solutions were found 
to the complex and troublesome problems before 
the U. N. But in each case, the facts and arguments 
were brought out forcefully before the assembled 
U. N. members. Nations not directly concerned in 
the disputes offered their help in mediating between 
Pressure was constantly exerted to- 
ward finding a peaceful solution. Thus the Assembly 
voted to continue U. N. efforts in Palestine, the 
Balkans and Korea. 

One of the most explosive political issues—the 
Berlin crisis—did not reach the Assembly but con- 
tinues on the agenda of the Security Council. Here 
too an important part has been played by “neutral” 
U. N. members, and by the United Nations itself in 
the persons of Secretary General Lie and Assembly 
President Evatt. 

The deadlock continues in the security field—over 
control of atomic energy and regulation of arma- 
ments. Yet debate on both helped clarify the issues 
for many nations which have not been members of 
the commissions concerned. And when the United 
States was ready to stop negotiations toward inter- 
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Party Responsibility ? 


The United States of America, a federation of 
forty-eight states, is about to send its Senators and 
Representatives to Washington for the Eighty-First 
Congress. Never before have the decisions of a na- 
tional government been more crucial to the welfare 
of more people. And yet our Federal system pro- 
duces many provincial ambassadors, each pressing the 
interests of his locale and his constituents. 

Our nation was built upon the principle of unity 
in diversity. The self-interest of the respective states 
and regions is legitimate and must be represented. 
There is little danger that it will not be. But the 
underlying problem of our Federal system always 
has been and continues to be how to develop true 
national unity around clear policies. It is the prob- 
lem of developing true majority government out of 
the infinitely diversified interests of 145,000,000 citi- 
zens. 

Fortunately our two-party system lends itself to 
the development of majority government. “A ma- 
jority is normally feasible only when choices are re- 
duced to two,” writes Dean Paul Appleby. Unfor- 
tunately, our parties are weak when it comes to 
formulating and carrying out a legislative program. 
The absence of such a program and effective methods 
of holding to it means that the welfare of the nation 
too often falls before the onslaught of jockeying and 
bargaining of special interests. 


~ How to Increase Party Responsibility 


Various ways of increasing party responsibility 
have been advanced. Setting up policy commit- 
tees of majority and minority parties in the Senate 
under the Reorganization Act of 1946 has been a 
step in the right direction, but they need to be 
more fully developed. In the House, even this does 
not exist. 

Senator-elect Kefauver has proposed that his party 
return to greater use of the caucus, though without 
a provision for binding the members. The party in 
power, in recent years, has frequently been blocked 
from carrying through a program when large num- 
bers of its own party voted with the other side. This 
has happened with both Republican and Demo- 


cratic majorities. Senator Kefauver is proposing that 
much more intra-party discussion would produce a 
program most party members could agree to support. 


Understanding the Need 


As Congress organizes itself, party responsibility 
can be cultivated in many ways. Not the least of 
these is the development of an understanding of the 
great need for it and willingness to seek it. The 
Democratic party, with control of both the executive 
and legislative branches, is clearly in a position to 
oe party responsibility if its members choose 

The Republican party, as the opposition, can pull 
iteelf together through constructive criticism of all 
that the majority party does. 

Under our Federal system the highest and best 
interest of the nation can be served by citizens who 
insist upon the consideration of the entire public 
interest, and who make it clear to their Congress- 
men that they expect party responsibility to this end. 


U. N. ASSEMBLY (Continued) 


national control of atomic energy, the smaller nations 
in U.N. insisted that talks go on. 


Other Accomplishments 


The job of running a world organization went on 
without fanfare. A budget for next year was agreed 
upon—a difficult job under any circumstances. Two 


more specialized agencies were brought into formal 
relationship with the U. N. Questions of the head- 
quarters site were decided. The “Little Assembly” 
was continued for another year. 

In many other fields, steps were taken which to- 
gether weave the fabric of a growing system for 
world peace. A protocol for the control of synthetic 
narcotics was approved. Plans were launched to help 
the underdeveloped countries with technical assist- 
ance. Funds were provided to give emergency relief 
to refugees in Palestine. Blueprints were drawn up 
for an international training center in public ad- 
ministration. Information on the welfare of non- 
self-governing peoples was brought before the United 
Nations, and recommendations were made to the 
administering countries. 


Why Not More Progress? 


What are the reasons that the Assembly did not 
make more progress? Important among them are 
(1) its lack of enforcement powers; (2) the wide 
rift between East and West; (3) the complexity of 
the disputes before the United Nations (which come 
to U. N. when they have failed of solution else- 
where) and (4) the inherent difficulties of building 
a world organization, and finding solutions to inter- 
national problems. 

These difficulties cannot be removed in one stroke. 
Yet through the U. N.—as shown in this session of 
the Assembly—nations are working gradually to 
overcome them. 
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